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Visual Arts Commission Minutes 
Thursday, December 11, 2014 ǀ 3:00 – 5:00 pm 

Cedar Rapids City Hall – Blairs Ferry Conference Room 

101 First Street SE, Cedar Rapids IA 52401 

 

Commissioner Present Not Present 

Bill Stamats, Chairman X  

Ann Knierim X  

Arbe Bareis X 
 

Mel Andringa X  

Marilee Fowler X 
 

Lynn Ocken X  

Barbara Green X 
 

Kim Vogel X  

Mary Ottoson X  

 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Stamats at 3:03 pm. 

 

1. Public Comment: 

Leland Frey of Cedar Rapids spoke to the commission about his desire to see a sculpture in the 

City which commemorated the Flood of 2008.  In particular he spoke of a desire to see a piece 

that captured the “Spirit of the Sandbag” as a memorial to the spirit and resiliency of the 

community following the flood. 

 

After sharing his thoughts the Commission discussed that there may be opportunities for art as 

part of the development of the Greenway in the coming years. 

 

2. Approval of Meeting Minutes, November 13, 2014  

A motion was made by Fowler and seconded by Green to approve the minutes of the 

November 13, 2014 with all in favor. 

 

3. Mural Application – MedQuarter  

Jeff Harding from Mediaquest Signs and Michael Easley from St. Luke’s were on hand to 

present a project to create a gateway feature into the MedQuarter along A Avenue NE at 7
th
 

Street.  The project would consist of a vinyl fabric sign portraying artwork by Grant Wood. 

 

The VAC reviewed the proposal and gave feedback on ways to improve the look of the sign.  

Specific comments included modifications to the arrangement of the pieces, reducing the size 

of text blocks describing the piece so as to not be distracting to drivers, and limiting the use of 

white space. 
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Visual Arts Commission Review was due to requirements of the Signage Section of the 

Zoning Ordinance. Commissioner Andringa suggested that this section be amended to remove 

future VAC review for projects of this type.  Staff commented that the Zoning Ordinance will 

be updated in the next year or two and that there would be an opportunity to clarify the role 

and responsibilities of the VAC in reviewing murals and other artwork proposed that is visible 

from the public right of way. 

 

A motion was made by Fowler and seconded by Green to recommend approval of the 

application with the Commission’s comments. 

 

 

4. Greene Square Art Discussion 

The VAC discussed recommendations to be forwarded to the Linn County Arts Commission 

for the future piece at Greene Square.   

1.) No water (a water feature is planned elsewhere in the Square) 

2.) Limited in height (the recommendation was to avoid a purely vertical piece) 

3.) The use of color not overwhelming 

4.) Interactive, something that kids or others can touch and climb on 

5.) Does not compete with existing sculptures (the recommendation is a piece that fits with 

the pieces at the Library and art museum but does not “one up” them) 

6.) Potentially several pieces 

7.) A photo-op destination 

8.) A contemporary piece 

9.) Sensory experience (lighting, audio, touch, etc) 

 

The proposed sculpture will be donated by Linn County.  The call for artists and selection of 

the piece will be handled by the Linn County Arts Commission.  The selected piece will be 

presented to the VAC once chosen 

 

 

5. Relocation of Sky Blade  

Due to impending renovations of Green Square the Skyblade sculpture will need to be moved.  

The VAC discussed potential locations during the November meeting, with strong interest in 

placing the piece at the corner of 1
st
 Street SE and 5

th
 Avenue near the Ground Transportation 

Center. 

 

During the Meeting an interest was raised in exploring other potential options to make sure all 

ideas were put on the table. Staff indicated it would develop a map of art locations in 

downtown Cedar Rapids for review by the VAC prior to the January meeting. 

 

6. City Art Brochure 

There was a brief update and discussion on the City Art brochure and it was indicated that the 

interns working on the brochure would return in early 2015 to complete the project. 
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7. Staff Updates: 

Staff reported that they are continuing to work with the Purchasing Division on the RFQ for 

the Collections Management Position.  Staff also indicated that they would work to obtain 

quotes for the reframing of artwork in storage at City Hall. 

 

8. Public Art Project – Dreamcatcher  

Michael Jennings presented his plan to build a dreamcatcher and display it in a public location 

as part of a fundraiser for a local charity.  The piece would be approximately 15’ in diameter, 

which would make it the largest in the world.  It would be constructed primarily of natural 

materials which would be expected to last 8-10 years without maintenance, at which time the 

piece would be either removed or refurbished.   The construction and installation costs for the 

piece would be covered by the applicant. 

 

The VAC indicated that a natural setting would be most appropriate for the piece given the 

proposed materials.  Staff indicated that they have met with Parks and Rec Staff and Prairie 

Park Fishery or a similar location was suggested.   

 

The VAC requested that Mr. Jennings return in January with visuals and more specific details 

about the piece to allow for a more complete review. 

 

9. Announcements / Items for next meeting 

The next meeting will be January 8, 2015 

 

10. Adjournment 

 

 

Next Meeting:  January 8, 2015 


